THE FOUR BASIC MILLENNIAL VIEWS
     
	
	Postmillennialism

	Amillennialism
	Historic Premillennialism
	Dispensational Premillennialism


	Hermeneutics


	Historical, grammatical and literary.
	Historical, grammatical and literary.
	Historical, grammatical and literary.
	Historical, grammatical and literary. Tends to favor literal over literary.

	Second Coming
	Happens after the millennium – hence the prefix post.
	Happens after the millennium. Differs with postmill in the nature of the Kingdom.


	Happens before the millennium – hence the prefix pre.  Differs from dispensational premill by teaching the rapture of the church after the tribulation.
	Happens before the millennium – hence the prefix pre.  Differs from historic premill by teaching the rapture of the church before the tribulation.

	Timing of the Kingdom
	Kingdom came in 1st century (Matt 3:2; 4:17 ; 10:7 ; 12:28 ; Luke 17:21; and Col 1:13.).
	Kingdom came in 1st century (Matt 3:2; 4:17 ; 10:7 ; 12:28 ; Luke 17:21; and Col 1:13.).
	Kingdom came in 1st century (Matt 3:2; 4:17 ; 10:7 ; 12:28 ; Luke 17:21; and Col 1:13.).
	Earthly kingdom will be established during the future millennium after the second return of Christ.  Progressive Ds are willing to say that it was inaugurated in the 1st century.

	Nature of the Kingdom
	The kingdom is Spiritual in nature.  Its effects will gradually affect and visibly dominate all of society.
	The kingdom is Spiritual in nature.  Its effects cannot be appreciated by carnal eyes, nor comprehended by the unregenerate human intellect (John 18:28-38; 1 Cor.1:18; 2:14).  For example, the religious leaders saw the miracles of Jesus; they could not deny them, but attributed them to Beelzebul (Mt.12:24-29).
	The kingdom is now established and will be visibly dominate during the future millennial reign of Christ.
	The Second Coming establishes the Kingdom suddenly and cataclysmically.  All will feel its effects.  

	Christ’s Reign in the Kingdom
	Christ reigns now from heaven.  His kingdom will continue to rule until “He has put all enemies under His feet” (1 Cor.15:25)
	Christ reigns now from heaven over all things.  
	Christ reigns now from heaven over all things.
	Christ reigns over believers and will reign over the earth with a rod of iron after His Second Coming.  Progressive Ds are willing to admit that Jesus Christ is now reigning in an “already” aspect of the Davidic kingdom and that His reign will be visibly demonstrated on earth worldwide in the “not yet” aspect during the millennium


	
	Postmillennialism
	Amillennialism
	Historic Premillennialism
	Dispensational Premillennialism

	Description of the Millennium
	We are in the millennium now.  The millennium will slowly and progressively become a “golden age.”
	The millennium is the intermediate state and is a literary figure for “completeness of exaltation, security and blessedness” (Warfield). Some amills say the millennium incorporates regeneration (Augustinian view). There will be ups and downs to the influence of the Gospel on earth.  
	The millennium is future.  Christ will reign on earth as a visible King.
	The millennium is future.  Christ will reign on earth as a visible King.

	Duration of the Millennium
	A prolonged period of time, greater than 1,000 years.  
	A period of more than a thousand years and descriptive of the saints rule with Christ in heaven during the intermediate state.  
	Can be a prolonged period of time.  Some see it to be a literal 1,000 years
	A literal 1,000 years.

	Satan’s binding and current status
	At Christ’s death and resurrection, Satan was bound; meaning his ability to deceive the nations was restricted, thus opening the door for worldwide evangelism.  
	Some amills agree with postmills at this point.  However, the binding of Satan in Rev.20:2 specifically refers to Satan’s inability to deceive the nations, Gog and Magog (Rev.20:7-9).
	Satan is bound after the Second Coming.
	Satan is bound after the Second Coming.

	Great Tribulation
	Culminated in 70 A.D.
	Some believe the Great Tribulation culminated in 70 A.D. (preterist). Others believe that the Great Tribulation persists until Christ’s Second Coming. 
	Future 3.5-year period immediately preceding the Second Coming.  
	Future 3.5-year period immediately preceding the Second Coming.  Typically believes the church will be raptured before the great tribulation.

	Antichrist
	· Antichrist is not future but present (1 John 2:18; 4:3)

· Antichrist is not simply an individual but a multitude   (1 John 2:18; 4:3)

· Antichrist is not so much a person as it is a Christological heresy          (1 John 2:22; 2 John 7)


	Some believe that there will be a future Antichrist.  Others, such as myself, would agree with the postmillennial view of Antichrist.
	A future Antichrist (specific individual) will inflict persecution on Christians before the rapture.
	A future Antichrist (specific individual) will become the world dictator and persecute both Jews and Christians.  He will reach his dominant political position after the rapture.


	
	Postmillennialism
	Amillennialism
	Historic Premillennialism
	Dispensational Premillennialism

	Rapture
	The rapture occurs at the end of the millennium when believers who have just been raised from the dead, together with believers who have just been transformed are caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air     (1 Thess.4:13-18).
	The rapture occurs at the end of the millennium when believers who have just been raised from the dead, together with believers who have just been transformed are caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air     (1 Thess.4:13-18).
	Posttribulation: asserts that the living believers will be raptured at the Second Coming of Christ, after the tribulation and before the millennium.  There are four categories of posttribulationists: (a) classic, (b) semiclassic, (c) futurist and (d) dispensational. 
	Pretribulation: rapture of the church will take place before the seven year tribulation foretold in Daniel 9:24-27.  The church is exempt from God’s wrath (1 Thess.1:10) and therefore the great tribulation.  Typically argue that the “absence” of the word church in Rev.4-18 indicates the church has been raptured.

	The Temple
	The temple and the sacrificial system have been done away with by the sacrifice of Jesus (Dan.9:24-27).  The New Testament does not teach that the temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem.
	The temple and the sacrificial system have been done away with by the sacrifice of Jesus (Dan.9:24-27).  The New Testament does not teach that the temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem.
	The temple and the sacrificial system have been done away with by the sacrifice of Jesus.  
	The Jewish temple and sacrificial system will be reinstated (Dan.9:24-27; cf. 2 Thess.2:4; Rev.11:1,2). 

	Israel
	The prophecies and promises to Israel are fulfilled in the Church.  Ethnic Jews will ultimately be converted over time through the preaching of the Gospel.
	The prophecies and promises to Israel are fulfilled in the Church.  Some ethnic Jews will be converted through the preaching of the Gospel; perhaps on a large scale. 
	The prophecies and promises to Israel are fulfilled in the Church.  There will be a future salvation of Israel.
	The OT prophecies regarding Israel will be fulfilled during the millennial period when Christ reigns from earthly Jerusalem.  Progressive Ds are beginning to acknowledge that the church is the first-stage partial fulfillment of OT prophecies.  

	Israel & the Church
	The Church is spiritual Israel.  It is “the Israel of God.”  There is neither Jew nor Greek; all are one in Christ.
	The Church is spiritual Israel.  It is “the Israel of God.”  There is neither Jew nor Greek; all are one in Christ.
	The Church is spiritual Israel.  It is “the Israel of God.”  There is neither Jew nor Greek; all are one in Christ.
	Israel and the Church are separate and distinct people in the plan of God.  Progressive Dispies no longer view Israel and the church as representing two different purposes and plans of God.  Both are seen as sharing in the same messianic kingdom of salvation history.

	The Church
	Church is understood as those called by God out of the world, who in every age have believed the promise(s) of God that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent (cf. Jer.31:31-34).  Over time and through tribulation the Church will grow and flourish (Isa.11:9).  
	Church is understood as those called by God out of the world, who in every age have believed the promise(s) of God that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent (cf. Jer.31:31-34).  The Church will continue to hold forth the Word of Life until the Consummation Coming.  


	Church is understood as those called by God out of the world, who in every age have believed the promise(s) of God that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent (cf. Jer.31:31-34).  The Church will continue to hold forth the Word of Life until the Second Coming when Christ comes to establish His millennial kingdom.  
	Classics made a sharp distinction between Israel and the church where each represented two different purposes in the plan of God (church is a parenthesis).  Progressive Dispies are beginning to acknowledge that the church is the first-stage partial fulfillment of OT prophecies.  


	
	Postmillennialism
	Amillennialism
	Historic Premillennialism
	Dispensational Premillennialism

	Historic Expectation

	Optimistic.  Says that what is holding back the Golden Age of Gospel dominance is the church’s unfaithfulness.  Cultural mandate will be fulfilled (Gen.1:28).
	Optimistic.  There will always be true believers, but their witness will not always be believed.  Some amills are more optimistic than others.  Although it is often overlooked by amills, I believe the cultural mandate will be fulfilled (Gen.1:28).
	There will always be true believers, but their witness will not always be believed.  Tend to be more pessimistic as history is leading to the Great Tribulation.
	There will always be true believers but their witness will not always be believed.  Tend to be more pessimistic.

	The Hope of the Church
	The conversion of the nations through Gospel preaching and the work of the Holy Spirit.  Following this, Christ’s return and the Consummation (Titus 2:11-14).
	Conversion of the elect.  Christ’s personal, visible, glorious return, which will usher in the Consummation (Titus 2:11-14; Rev.19:11-21).
	The personal, visible, glorious return of Christ to establish the millennial kingdom (Titus 2:11-14; Rev.20:1-6) followed by the new heavens and the new earth.
	The personal, visible, glorious return of Christ to establish the millennial kingdom (Titus 2:11-14; Rev.20:1-6) followed by the new heavens and the new earth.

	Key Texts in Revelation
	Rev.19:15,21 [Gospel Victory]
	Rev.12:11; 20:4-6 [intermediate state]
	Rev.20:1-10 [millennial kingdom chronologically follows Second Coming in 19:11-21]
	Rev.1:19 [structure of book]; 4:1 [rapture]; 20:1-10 [millennial kingdom chronologically follows Second Coming in 19:11-21]

	Key Concept
	Victory! The earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea (Isa.11:9).
	Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Tim.3:12).  Gospel “victory” is defined as overcoming the world, the flesh and the devil (Rev.12:11; 15:2).  
	Messiah will reign in the future millennium from the earthly Jerusalem (Isa.60-62).
	OT prophecies regarding the Jewish people will be fulfilled in a literal way.  Messiah will reign in the future millennium from the earthly Jerusalem (Isa.60-62).

	Achilles Heel
	Rev.19:15,21 describes “execution” and not conversion.  Postmillennialists define Gospel “victory” differently from Scripture, especially the Apocalypse (Rev.5:5,6; 12:11; 15:2-4; cf. 2 Tim.3:10-12; Heb.12:1,2).
	If recapitulation is not a principle of Revelation then the amillennial view will be essentially invalidated.  If it can be proved that 20:4-6 describes the reign of Christ on earth then amill is done.
	If recapitulation is true at certain points in Revelation, then the view is invalidated (i.e. Har-Magedon in 16:13-16; 19:17-21; 20:7-10).  If it can be shown that the “first resurrection” of 20:4-6 is not physical then this view is done.
	If recapitulation is true at certain points in Revelation, then the view is invalidated (i.e. Har-Magedon in 16:13-16; 19:17-21; 20:7-10).  If it can be shown that the “first resurrection” of 20:4-6 is not physical then this view is done.

	Adherents
	Daniel Whitby, A.A. Hodge, Charles Hodge, B.B. Warfield, Loraine Boettner, J. Marcellus Kik, Christian Reconstructionists (f.n. #2 above)
	Augustine, Geerhardus Vos, Herman Bavinck, Louis Berkhof, John Murray, Cornelius Van Til, William Hendriksen, Leon Morris, Anthony Hoekema, Roman Catholicism
	Irenaeus, Henry Alford, J. Oliver Buswell, Francis Schaeffer, George E. Ladd, James M. Boice, Millard Erickson
	See f.n. #3 above.


While the four basic millennial positions are highly nuanced, the views can be boiled down to two basic issues: (1) chronology – i.e. when does the millennium occur and is the church a part of it? and (2) the nature of the kingdom of God – Is there a golden age of Gospel victory (postmillennialism)?  Will Jesus literally set up a throne in earthly Jerusalem (premillennialism)?  Is the kingdom something that can only be seen by faith (amillennialism)?
� These charts are adapted from Jack Van Deventer, “Comparison of the Four Millennial Views”, Credenda Agenda Vol.10 Number 3 pp.38,39 and H. Wayne House, Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine pp.133-138.


� The most common type of postmillennialism today is theonomic postmillennialism (represented by: Rousas Rushdoony, Greg Bahnsen, Gary North, Kenneth Gentry, Gary DeMar). 


� There are different camps of dispensationalism: (1) “Classical or Scofieldian Dispensationalists” (represented by J.N. Darby, Chafer,Scofield), (2) “Essentialist/revised or Normative Dispensationalists” (represented by Zane Hodges, Dwight Pentecost, Charles Ryrie and John Walvoord) and (3)  “Progressive Dispensationalists” (represented by Craig Blaising [Joseph Emerson Brown professor of Christian theology at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and formerly at Dallas Seminary], Darrell L. Bock [Research Prof of NT at Dallas Theological Seminary], Robert L. Saucy [distinguished prof. of systematic theology at Talbot School of Theology], Marvin Pate, Kenneth Barker, David Turner).





� All four views believe that history will end “on a sour note” with Satan deceiving the nations and gathering Gog and Magog against the camp of the saints (Rev.20:7-10).





