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Piracy Reports in 1999

By Mark Bruyneel

# Nunber of Attacks so far in 1999
A record 59 ships were attacked and
anot her seven were the target of
attenpted attacks during the first
quarter of this year, according to a
report by the Internati onal Maritimne
Bureau (1 MB)*. During the second
Quarter of 1999 47 piracy incidents
have been reported by the
International Maritine Bureau
This makes a total of 113 reported

i ncidents from 1st January to 31st
June 1999. In reports of July -
Novenber ** new i ncidents are
reported: 30, 24, 9, 34 and 10. The
total nunber of reported incidents
over 10 nonths (Jan - Nov) is
therefore: 217. Since the beginning
of Decenber The Commercial Crine
Servi ces departnent of the

I nt ernational Chanber of Commerce
has started to publish Wekly Piracy
Reports on the internet®*%,

The total nunmber of reported
incidents in these reports, from 30
Novenber to 31 Decenber, is 27. The
total figure for 1999 is therefore:
218+27= 245. The total nunber has
surpassed that of last year: 192.
The total nunmber of piracy incidents
has surpassed the total for 1996 and
may even chall enge the all-time high
of 1997. Mdst of the attacks in 1999
took place waters in the areas:
Sout h East Asia, West Africa, East
Africa and South Anerica. The

new annual report that is published
in Januray 2000 contains an updated
nunber

of incidents. The total nunber of
incidents in this report is: 285%

3,6,20

% The upsurge of Piracy in Sout h-
Asi a

in 1998 + 1999

Accordlng to an article in Lloyd's
list? poor freight rates and
difficult economic conditions are
| eading to an upsurge in fraud and
piracy in southeast Asian waters.

The International Maritime Bureau
has clainmed Crimnals linked to
China's powerful Triad gangs have
noved i nto shi powning and are even
colluding in the mur der of crews’.

An article in "Safety at Sea"
states that the Asian econonic
recessi on has increased the number
and severity of piracy attacks in
that region®. In 1998 attacks on
shipping left 67 seafarers confirmed
dead and a further 35 seriously

i njured. These nunbers are reported
in the Annual Report of the ICC

I nternational Maritime Bureau”. The
amount of viol ence has al so not
decreased since |ast year. Smuggling
of weapons is the driving force

behi nd the recent upsurge in violent
acts of piracy, according to an
art|cle in |ast week's London Sunday
Time'. If organized crime is

invol ved in the smuggl i ng of weapons
it is even nore likely that violence
will increase, especially if large
quantities of arms are invol ved.
Smuggl i ng weapons may be a
profitabl e busi ness when the
situation in East Tinmor and the rest
of I ndonesia remai ns unstabl e and
local militia go fighting each other
(by keeping some pirates out of view
and flying a flag of another
country). These days the pirates

di sgui se t hensel ves sonetimes as
Marine police or officials, by
wearing mlitary uniforns and

hel mets. This sometines |leads to
specul ation on invol venent by (for
exanpl e) Chinese Authorities, but so
far this has never been proven. Sone
of ficials, however, have adm tted
that some rogue officials may
somet i nes have been involved in the
past. According to Hunter®™ in 1999 a
Chinese daily issued a warning to
seaf arers agai nst pirates operating
di sgui sed as Marine Frontier Police.

= Measures taken in 1999

In 1997 the Conpany Maritinme Risk
Manage-nent S. A, set up a service
that includes Specialist Response
Teans to react and conbat piracy
incidents®. In 1999 what appears to
be a sinilar service, was announced
by a dutch conmpany. The dutch
conpany announced its intentions to
set up a nercenary task force to
conbat piracy. This task force wll
consist of up to 225 eI|te

Net her | ands ex- marines’. According
to the director of the conpany
Satellites Protection Services
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(SPS), A Melein, the task force
will be set up in the Philli pines.
The center of operations will be an
old base of the US which lies in the
Subi ¢ bay (See picture on next

page) . _ _

A newspaper article in "De

Vol kskrant"” mentions (in August of
1999) that a first group of 93 ex-
marines will soon be send to the
Phillipines®’. Qther activities

i nclude the seizure and arrest of
two men by Chinese authorities after
a long and wi despread search in 12
provinces and municipalities. These
men, Weng Siliang and Zhu Youwang,
are suspected of being the heads of
a gang that nurdered 23 chinese
seafarers in Decenber 1998. Weng is
t hought to have been personally
invol-ved in the attack on the
vessel . The 23 seanmen were on board
t he general cargoship "Cheun% Son"
when the tragedy took place”™. At an
ASEAN (Associ ation of South East

Asi an Nations) mnisterial neeting
in June of this year an agreenent
was reached to set up a new unit
which will liaise with other
crimnal investigation units.
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The new unit is called: Asean Centre
For Com bating Transnati onal

Crine”*. Another positive action in
1999 was the action taken by China's
Public Security Mnistry: it ordered
| ocal police forces to formanti -
piracy units. These units are al so
ordered to work closely with courts,
custons, port authorities and
harbour nmasters. This will be

wel come news for nations who in the
past were dissatisfied with China's
actions with regard to piracy®. A
Japanese conpany, Sumitono Marine &
Fire Insurance Co. is now offering
an insurance policy that covers
(anong other things) offhire from
piracy problens as well as
detentions due to snuggling

i nvestigations. This policy is the
first of its kind in Japan and
appears to sell well to Japanese

shi powners. The policy is
conparatively cheap but requires
addi ti onal coverage agai nst danage
caused by war™. This kind of policy
is another step in the right
direction to conbat piracy. It my

i ncrease the speed of the

i nvestigations into incidents as
well as an increase in reports of

i ncidents by Crews and Shi powners.
In an editorial of the Asash

Eveni ng News Naoyoshi |shi kawa (=
former shipping line official) has
suggest ed anot her nethod for
conbatting piracy in Southeast Asia:
the formation of regional patrols
under the

flag of the United Nations. The
vessel s

shoul d be manned by sailors from
countries in the area. Such a
maritime police force could operate
interritorial waters from al
nations in the area which will nmake
it harder for pirates to escape'™™.
In Decem ber the Internationa
Chanber of Commerce has announced
that it will post weekly piracy
reports about attacks in the East
and Sout heast Asian Region on its
website. A new report will be posted
on the website each Tuesday in the
section of the Commer-cial Crine
Services. The source for the data in
these reports is the Regional Piracy
Centre (of the International Mari-
time Bureau) in Kuala Lunmpur™*™?,

% Success against pirates

A tanker called "Al ondra Rai nbow
was attacked and di sappeared after
it had left Indonesia on Cct 22. The



ship carried A um niumingots as
cargoe and had a crew of 15
filipinos and two Japanese sail ors.
They were set adrift inalife raft
and after 11 days were picked up by
a Thai fisherman on 9 Novenber. The
Captai n and Chi ef engi neer were back
in Japan on Saturday 15 Novenber

The Piracy Reporting Centre (PRO
was i nfornmed of the incident and

i medi ately issued an warning to al
mariners and coastal authorities.
After receiving several reports of
sightings the PRC i nformed the
authorities of Sri Lanka and the

I ndi an coast guards of where to | ook
for the vessel. Fifteen Indonesian
pirates had taken control of the
vessel and appeared to be bound for
the port Fujeira on the coast of
Saudi Arabi a when they were noticed
by the Indian Coast Guard. The

Al ondra Rai nbow was freshly painted
and upon interrogation of the crew
by radi o they becane suspicious. A
Dor ni er

aircraft was sent after her and two
patrol boats were sent in pursuit.
The patrol boats were able to catch
up to it after the Dornier had found
the vessel. Wen the patrol boats
got nearer the pirates in-creased
their speed from8 knots to 14
knots. On Novenber 14 the patrol

boat caught up with the Al ondra. The
patrol boats repeatedly warned the
pirates to stop and subject itself
to an exam nation

as provided under the UN Law of the
Sea. Warning shots were fired across
the bow of the Al ondra but the
pirates refused to give up. The
Coast Quard then requested the
assistance fromthe Indian Navy. The
mssile corvette I NS Prahar was sent
and it arrived at midnight the same
day. After firing warning shots
across the bow the gunboat fired its
AK-630 cannons and its 76.2 mm main
gun. The pirates soon gave up soon
after the attack started. After ta-
king the pirates prisoner the snall
fire that had started was put out by
the boar-ding party. Several |eaks
were al so disco-vered by the Coast
Quard and plugged i me-diately. It
was al so discovered that 40%of its
7000 tonnes cargoe of al um ni um

i ngots was of fl oaded before its
capture by

t he I ndi an Navy
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